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First they came for the immigrants, but I wasn't an immigrant.

Then they came for the Muslims, but I wasn't a Muslim.

Then they labeled the LGBTQs, but I wasn't one of them.

Then they came for the true radicals, but I wasn't one of them either.

Then they came for the "Black Lives Matter" folk and their allies, but I wasn't one of them.

Then they came for the trade unionists who they hadn't bought, but I wasn't one of them.

Then they came for the just plain critics of the regime, and by then it was too late.
(With thanks to Pastor Niemoller.)

So yes, Trump and the Trumpites really are going to engage mass deportation of "illegal" immigrants, just as Trump said
they would during the campaign. (Too many people still have not yet taken Trump seriously when he says stuff like this.
Fortunately, that number seems to be dropping.) First, the "illegals" are "illegal" only because the law puts them in that
category. They could easily be characterized as "undocumented" immigrants, which is precisely what so many of us who
are opposed to Trumpite policy (and certainly major elements of Obama policy before him) call it. If these folk are the
latter, then the way to deal with the situation is to provide a pathway to legal citizenship. One might make that pathway
rather harder than going through the regular immigrant visa policy, but it certainly would be much more both human and
productive than what the Trumpites are doing now.

But of course, Trump is first following the long-time Repub. mantra that the undocumented immigrants are by definition
"criminals." This is regardless of whether or not they have ever committed a crime -- other than very minor ones -- found
in other parts of the local, State and Federal criminal codes. This must be dealt with by A) charging them under criminal
law and B) deporting them.

Trump has taken this traditional Repub. line many steps further with his rhetoric about the undocumented immigrants, as
he commences mass deportation, whether he and Sean Spicer want to call it that or not. What is so revealing, and has
been all along, is that the employers who hire the undocumented are also committing a crime. But one never hears of
any such prosecutions, much less any mass criminal-prosecution program, to go after them. Of course, Trump claims
that there is wide criminality among the undocumented, a claim for which there is no proof. But of course data means
nothing to the Trumpites, it's their claims and the policies that follow them that count.

Now it should be clear at whom the major thrusts of this program will be aimed. It is not, primarily at non-Latino skilled
workers or, shall we say, fashion models, who have tourist visas which do not allow them to work anyway, and then
overstay them. It is primarily aimed at the Latin American population -- Trump lumps them all together as "Mexicans" -http://www.planetarymovement.org
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approximately 11 million of them. And so, where do they work? Well, primarily in unskilled/semiskilled but definitely lowpaying occupations, such as corporate farming for crops, meat, and poultry, low-paying manufacturing jobs, and of
course the restaurant business.

Indeed, if the Trumpite program is carried through, the latter, up to the highest levels, will likely suffer a severe labor
shortage and the farm industry may well too. (I was told just the other day that in the burgeoning Japanese restaurant
business, there is an increasing number of Latinos making the sushi, having been trained to do so by Japanese sushi
chefs.) Of course, as for the old Right-wing saw that "undocumented workers are taking American jobs," actually, no. It's
employers giving those jobs to undocumented workers because they can pay less and provide no benefits.

And so, the question must be asked: Why? Well, an increasing number of observers are characterizing the Trump
Regime as either fascist already or definitely on the road to becoming one. I must say that I haven't found a commentator
yet who uses the term, who supplies a definition for it, other than saying words to the effect that "this what Hitler and
Mussolini did or did not do." I myself described Trump as a fascist, with a definition, in a column that I published last
Spring, using a (fairly lengthy) definition of the term. I still like to use definitions, and here's a (somewhat) shorter one,
applied specifically to Trump and the Trumpites:

A politico-economic system in which the Racist Reactionary Religious Right controls both the Executive and Legislative
Branches of government and the former dominates it;
- To the extent possible the Judiciary is ignored;
- The non-Right-wing media are cast as "the enemy";
- All political, religious, and ideological opposition to its policies and programs are demonized and then criminalized;
- The use of the Big Lie technique dominates Executive and Legislative Branch discourse and propaganda;
- The Doctrine of White Supremacy/racism, xenophobia, Islamophobia, and homophobia, are used to achieve political
ends;
- The free vote is suppressed;
- All to create and maintain the control of State Power by the economically dominant sectors of the capitalist ruling class.

By the way, "Racist Reactionary Religious Right" is my description for what is commonly referred to as the "alt-Right." I
think that the former much more accurately describes the movement, which of course has the closest seat in the White
House to Trump himself in the person of Steve Bannon, who has spoken openly of his sympathy for fascist ideology.

Historically, fascism has thrived only with the use of "otherism," of prejudice, of differentiation, of blind hatred, of the
organizing of the "Volk." In one sense, the Trumpites have a problem because the U.S. is so multi-cultural and because
all of its inhabitants (even the Native Americans whose ancestors arrived only 10,000 years ago, a blink of an eye in
geological, even anthropological, time) are descended from immigrants. And so, unlike Nazi Germany, where the bulk of
the hatred and the development of the "criminal others" was organized against the Jews, the Trumpites are going to have
to go against multiple groups.

As I pointed out in my last column, the process has already started against the Muslims. And with the most recent
order rescinding national protections against trans-gender folk in the use of bathrooms in schools(!) (what must Sessions,
et al, have in their heads on matters of sex[?]) Corresponding to their sexual identity, not their sexual assignment at birth,
it seems likely that a broader assault on the LGBTQ community, Paul Theil, the Log Cabin Republicans, and Milo
Yiannopoulos to the contrary notwithstanding, is coming. For the Mass Deportation Program, a large number of new,
private for-profit of course, prisons will be built. Who, one can suppose, will they be used for after the undocumented
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population is significantly reduced?

(Isn't it fascinating, that in regard to Yiannopoulos, for the Conservative Political Action Conference his racism,
Islamophobia, and xenophobia were OK. In fact, they were to be featured as drawing cards. Only when he got to
pederasty and outing Catholic priest sexual predators did he "cross the line." That line speaks volumes about CPAC,
doesn&rsquo;t it? And of course then CPAC engaged in just the kind of censorship that only the days before the Rightwing was railing at the University of California at Berkeley for. It was at that conference that Steve Bannon himself, who
rarely speaks publicly now, chimed in on the "media is the enemy" theme.)

And so we come to the Niemoller-like progression above. It is obvious -- and one only has to look at the composition of
the Trump cabinet -- that a significant sector of the U.S. ruling class thinks that they will not be able to stay in power
down the line without fascism. And so, why not sooner rather than later? Many in the U.S. are already waking up to the
danger. Many more will have to do so, and maintain the energy and drive, if the progression of Trumpism to full-blown
fascism is to be prevented.
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